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794 Reviews of Books 

Stein and the Era of Reform in Prussia, 1807-181$. By Guy Stan- 
ton Ford, Professor of History in the University of Minnesota. 
(Princeton: University Press. 1922. Pp. vii, 336. $3.00.) 

Freiherr vom Stein was the greatest German statesman of the 
Napoleonic age; by his economic and administrative reforms he regen- 
erated Prussia for her leadership in German unity. He therefore de- 
served and has received full biographical treatment at the hands of 
eminent scholars — the six-volume documentary biography of his friend 
Pertz, the interesting interpretative analysis of Seeley, and the more re- 
cent and critical study of Lehmann. Where such masters have reaped 
it might seem that there would be little left for an American to garner. 
Yet Ford comes to some different conclusions from Lehmann, which we 
regret we cannot discuss here, and he has incorporated into his admi- 
rable brief biography of Stein some valuable statistical material from 
recent monographs not known to the earlier biographers. 

As the title indicates, it is of Stein the Prussian reformer, as well as 
of the stern and unflinchingly upright Reichsritter and mentor of Tsar 
Alexander, that Ford writes. Nowhere in English, perhaps, can one find 
such a clear and discriminating description of pre-reform agrarian con- 
ditions and complexities in the old Prussian Kingdom as in the chapter 
The Prussian Peasantry before 1807. The sharp distinction between 
East and West Elbian conditions and between divergent districts within 
the larger areas is correctly insisted on. In general, east of the Elbe, there 
was " an advancing, increasingly profitable, large-scale capitalistic agri- 
culture, with an economically and socially declining agricultural laboring 
class. The landowning lord was more exacting, more ready to expel a 
peasant upon charges of negligence, more ready to transfer an efficient 
and prosperous peasant to a poorer holding, which absorbed the peasant's 
savings and employed his energies in raising it to a higher level of pro- 
duction for the lord's profit ". These and other handicaps on the peas- 
antry Stein sought to remedy by his wide-reaching measures for trans- 
forming the depressed serfs into independent and self-respecting citizens 
of the state ready to serve as Prussian patriots under the new system 
of universal military service. 

There is also an excellent brief account of Stein's activity in Russia, 
in Germany, and in the field of historical scholarship after his indis- 
cretion in the matter of the intercepted letter made it impossible for him 
to remain in the Prussian ministry. Though he was unable to persuade 
German particularists to adopt his broad statesmanlike patriotism in the 
reconstruction of the German constitution at the Congress of Vienna, 
and though he failed to keep the King of Prussia to his promise of giving 
his kingdom a parliament, he did furnish the inspiration for the publica- 
tion of the Monumenta, two volumes of which came from the press be- 
fore his death in 1831. His own spirit is reflected in the motto which 
he gave to the historical society which thus began the publication of 
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the greatest collection of sources for European History : " Sanctus amor 
patriae dat animum". 

Sidney B. Fay. 

Diplomacy and War. By Count Julius Andrassy. Translated by 

J. H. Reece. (London: John Bale, Sons, and Danielsson, Ltd. 

1921. Pp. 323. 17s. 6d.) 

Among the numerous recently published memoirs of men who par- 
ticipated in one way or another in the events preceding and during the 
European War, the volume of Count Andrassy will certainly take a 
foremost place. It has a decided historical value not only on account of 
the many new facts the author brings to light, but also because of its 
eminently impartial spirit; in this book there is none of the desire to 
exculpate the writer, a desire so conspicuous in the memoirs of the Ger- 
man statesmen and generals, like Bethmann-Hollweg or Ludendorff, 
Hindenburg or Helfferich. In a clear and concise way does the author 
tell his story, making every effort to give a fair picture of Hungary's and 
Austria's role, as he saw and understood them; just for that reason 
Andrassy's book will always be an indispensable source of historical in- 
formation. 

The author has two distinct subjects in view: he describes first the 
Origins of the War (part I., Pre-war History) and then tells about the 
collapse of the Dual Monarchy, trying to explain the advent of the 
Revolution (parts 1 1 1. -IV., Internal Crisis, Collapse, and End). In the 
first three chapters (Our War Motives, Who Perpetrated the War, the 
Diplomatic Superiority of the Entente) Andrassy endeavors to sum up 
the policies and forces that led to the outbreak of the storm in 1914. He 
describes very well the Austro-Russian antagonism in the Balkan ques- 
tion and explains the policies of the different Great Powers in the stead- 
ily growing trouble. We have here an excellent picture of the diplomacy 
of England, France, and Russia, during the fifty years preceding the 
Great War, and some unsparing criticism of the author's own country- 
men, as well as of the statesmen of the Vienna Ballplatz. He duly em- 
phasizes the clever methods of co-operation employed by the govern- 
ments of the three entente countries in their game against the Teutonic 
Alliance. There are, however, two weak points in his narrative, evi- 
dently due to the author's nationality: first, he does not take into ac- 
count the oppressive policy of Hungary against the Slav people, that 
created among them such an intense hatred toward the Dual Monarchy, 
a force that led to war not less clearly than did the intrigues of Russia 
among the Serbs. Secondly, Andrassy does not consider in its proper 
light the imperialistic policy of the German government, its interference 
in the Balkan question, its intrigues in Constantinople, and aggression in 
Asia Minor ; this leaves out the most important factor among the causes 
that brought on the war. 



